
E N G L I S H  C O U R S E 

Let’s start with Mr Saygin’s TEN COMMANDMENTS: 

1. DON‟T be (too) late! If you are, say “Sorry for being late” and tell me WHY you‟re late. 

2. DON‟T eat and/or drink (except water!) in class. 

3. ALWAYS have a pen, an eraser and paper. Don‟t ask others for what YOU are supposed to have. 

4. When you don‟t know the meaning of a word, ask! And then write it in a notebook… 

5. … Get a notebook! 

6. When I speak, please shut up be quiet. If you need something, raise your hand. 

7. When you talk to me, speak English so I can help YOU speak better! 

8. You do not study a language. You understand it! So don‟t be absent or you WON‟T understand! 

9. … But you HAVE TO study your irregular verbs (sorry). 

10. ALWAYS watch movies and series in ENGLISH! (Yes, even Indian movies, I don‟t care!) 

KNOW YOUR ALPHABET… 

AHJK 

BCDEGPTV(Z) 

FLMNSX(Z) 

IY 

O 

QUW 

R 

 

A FEW REMINDERS… 

My name’s …and I’m … 

I’m a(n) … 

I have OR I’ve got… 

I was born …  

Today’s … 

Thanks for / Sorry for … 

Can I … 

How do you say “…”? 

What does … mean?  



UNIT 1 - tell me about you  

LISTENING – INTRODUCING ONESELF 

1. You’re going to listen to a group of people introducing themselves. Listen and answer the following 

questions in French (full sentences) and complete the table below. 

 

1) What are they going to do? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2) How long will it take? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3) Who the hell is Bessie?! 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name Nationality Occupation 

   

   

   

   

   

 

2. Now how would YOU introduce yourself to the rest of the class? Give as much as information as you 

can (we’re curious!). 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What questions can you ask someone to find out information about them? Work with a partner and 

ask him/her those questions. Tell the class what you’ve found out. 

  



LISTENING – TALKING ABOUT YOUR LIFE 

1. You’ll hear a conversation between two people who have just met. They’re talking about their lives 

and work. Complete the following table with the given information. 

Questions Sandra Colin 

 

1. Where/work? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What/do? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Where/live? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. When/start work? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. How/travel 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Ask the questions using the information above and “he” or “she”. 

1. _______________________________________________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________________________________________ 

3. _______________________________________________________________________ 

4. _______________________________________________________________________ 

5. _______________________________________________________________________ 

  



SPEAKING – HAPPINESS AND TRUE LOVE 

1. Read the questions and think about your answers. Then ask those questions to your teacher. Finally, 

answer these questions so we can get to know you better! 

 

1) What small things in life make you happy? 

2) What made you smile today? 

3) Where do you feel happiest? 

4) What things in your house make you happy? 

5) Are you happy right now? Why/why not? 

6) When did you last laugh a lot? Where were you? 

7) Do you believe in love at first sight? 

READING – ISN’T IT ROMANTIC? 

1. Read both texts and answer the questions in French (full sentences). Highlight the vocabulary! 

 

 

1) Why do you think both articles exist? What‟s special about these two stories? Explain briefly. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2) How old is Bao Xishun and how did he become famous? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3) What do you know about his wife? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 



4) What changed for Bao after 2006? Why is it relevant to this story? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5) What was Jean‟s answer the third time Bert proposed her? Why do you think? What happened next? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6) What does Bert not like? Why is that ironic? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Let’s discuss these beautiful (or not?) stories. What do you think about them? Are they romantic? Or 

not? Why/Why not?  

LISTENING – BLACKPOOL  

You’re about to watch an excerpt from Blackpool, a BCC drama set in Blackpool, UK. Peter Carlisle is a detective 

who’s investigating a murder. He goes to the Samaritans (an organisation which helps people who are experiencing 

problems in life) to talk about some personal problems and he meets a woman called Natalie. In this episode, he sees 

Natalie again…  

1. Answer the questions in French (full sentences). 

1) What is Peter doing in the supermarket?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2) What do we learn about tofu? Does Peter like it? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3) What does Natalie call Peter? Why? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4) What do you think will happen next? Where? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________  



WRITING – INFORMAL LETTERS 

1. Your good (and imaginary) friend Peter moved from your city a few months ago to live in a farm in 

the countryside. As you didn’t hear from him, you sent him an email. Here’s his answer. 

Hey mate, 

Thanks for your last mail. Your new house sounds brilliant – how are you settling in? I’m sorry I haven’t 

written sooner, but I‟ve been really busy helping my parents out on the farm. 

It‟s great fun, though I still haven‟t got used to getting up at six every morning to milk the cows! Can you 

imagine? Me? Milking cows? It‟s crazy! We often have the radio on while we‟re doing it, so it‟s not too bad. 

Actually, it‟s even nice because, you know, we have our own fresh and healthy milk. Anyway, after that, once 

we‟ve had breakfast, we tend to spend the rest of the day outside, either in the fields or looking after the sheep. 

That reminds me, do you remember Lilo, our oldest dog? Well, she‟s just had puppies! If you‟re free next 

summer, you should come and see them all… (and help in the farm as well :p) Let me know if you can make it 

– it‟d be great! 

Anyway, I must go, I‟m exhausted and tomorrow we‟ve got another early start -_-  

Can’t wait to hear from you. 

Take care, friend, 

Peter 

2. How do you know this is an informal letter? Discuss it with your teacher? 

3. As you can see, some phrases are in bold. Do you know what they mean? Do you know other 

phrases with the same meaning?  

4. If you had to give a general structure to your informal letter, what would it look like? 

Paragraph 1: ____________________________________________________ 

Paragraph 2: ____________________________________________________ 

Paragraph 3: ____________________________________________________ 

Paragraph 4: ____________________________________________________ 

5. Now it’s your turn to send an email to Peter. Ask your teacher for his email address : 

__________________@__________ 

  



UNIT 2 – work work work  

VOCABULARY – WORK, WORK, WORK 

1. Match the words in the box with definitions 1-14. 

Company     -     Employee     -     Employer/Boss     -     Staff     -     Office     -     Customer     -     Wage/Salary     -     

Task/Assignment      -     A day off     -     Retirement     -     Strike     -     Maternity leave     -     Overtime     -     Shifts 

1) __________________________ : A business that makes or sells things or provides services 

2) __________________________ : A person who buys products or uses services 

3) __________________________ : Money for doing a job 

4) __________________________ : A place where most people work at desks 

5) __________________________ : A person who works 

6) __________________________ : A job you need to do 

7) __________________________ : A group of people who work in the company 

8) __________________________ : A person who manages the workers in the company 

9) __________________________ : The scheduled period of time during which a person works 

10) __________________________ : Time spent working in addition to your normal hours 

11) __________________________ : A period of time during which you don‟t work because you‟ve had a child 

12) __________________________ : A period of time during which workers stop working  

13) __________________________ : When someone stops working for the rest of their life 

14) __________________________ : When someone stops working for a limited time, generally to rest 

READING – HOW MAJOR COMPANIES MOTIVATE THEIR EMPLOYEES 

1. Read this text about the perks of working in big companies. Answer the questions in French (full 

sentences).  

 

What do you think makes a great place to work? 57% of candidates say a company‟s 

reputation is the most important consideration for a new job. We take a look at some of the 

biggest global companies to see what perks are on offer to attract and keep their employees 

happy. With companies like Facebook and Google becoming famous for offering quirky 

employee perks, many other major employers have followed suit. 

Some major employers now offer perks from yoga and free meals to paid day care. Others create a great work 

environment such as Mind Candy with their bright slide connecting the two floors and a climbable tree house! 

Tech giants are leading the way with their alternative initiatives. In Glassdoor‟s 2017 Employee Choice Awards, 7 out 

of 10 of the highest rated companies were tech businesses. With the market expanding, the candidate is king and so 

attracting top talent is leading bigger players to getting involved in this “perks and attraction game”. These perks 

attract a certain type of individual to the business and help companies to retain their top talent. 

More traditional, non-digital businesses are even getting in on the act to make their companies more attractive to the 

potential workforce and differentiate themselves from their competitors. For example, Costco came in 2nd 

in Glassdoors„s 2017 Top 20 Companies for compensation and benefits. So while everyday perks are great, serious 

https://www.nextgeneration.ie/how-to-retain-top-talent/
http://www.costco.com/
https://www.glassdoor.ie/index.htm?&countryRedirect=true


employees continue to look beyond the gimmicks, for the employers struggling to find or keep their dream workforce, 

the fundamentals of good management, career prospects and financial rewards remain vital. 

1) What do more than half of candidates care about when they‟re looking for a job? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2) What kind of companies are the most popular among employees? How do you know that? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3) What matters to serious candidates? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4) Mention 4 examples of perks provided by companies to motivate their employees? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5) The article mentions a “perks and attraction game”. Can you explain what it means? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What do you think about those perks? Do they matter to you? What kind of work environment would 

you like to work in? Have you ever had a student job? Did you enjoy it? What matters to you when 

you’re looking for a job? 

GRAMMAR – STATIVE & DYNAMIC VERBS 

 

Can you remind us the difference between the present simple and the present continuous? There is a tiny little 

problem. Some verbs are NOT normally used in the continuous form EVEN WHEN they refer to the present moment. 

They refer to STATES and not ACTIONS. We call these verbs stative verbs (as opposed to dynamic verbs that 

describe ACTIONS and not STATES). Here are common stative verbs: 

 Like, love, prefer, hate, want, wish, need 

E.g.  



 Think, imagine, believe, know, realize, mean, understand, remember, forget, suppose, hope, see 

E.g. 

 Be, seem, appear, sound, taste, smell 

E.g. 

 Belong, contain, include, matter, own 

E.g. 

Some of these verbs CAN be used in the continuous form when they describe actions and not states. Compare these 

sentences and draw a box around the state and circle the action: 

This ice cream tastes disgusting VS He is tasting the soup to see if it needs more salt 

I think it’s important VS - What are you doing?  - I’m thinking. 

PRACTICE 

1. Look at these sentences. In each pair, one is right and one is wrong. Tick the correct one. 

o Man, I‟m so hungry! I‟m really wanting a burger right now. 

o Man, I‟m so hungry! I really want a burger right now. 

o – Do you know where Layla is? – Yes, she‟s working with her father today. 

o – Are you knowing where Layla is? – Yes, she works with her father today. 

o Have you seen Max? He seems very tired. 

o Have you seen Max? He‟s seeming very tired. 

o I can‟t find my keys… I‟m hoping I haven‟t lost them. 

o I can‟t find my keys… I hope I haven‟t lost them. 

o Thanks for your help but I‟m not needing anything right now. 

o Thanks for your help but I don‟t need anything right now. 

GRAMMAR – SUBJECT / OBJECT QUESTIONS 

Remember in 4
th

 grade? You teacher taught you that the usual word order in questions is this: 

QUESTION WORD + AUXILIARY + SUBJECT + INFINITIVE … ? 

E.g.  

This is what we call an object question, but sometimes, the question word (what, who, which or how many…) 

is the subject of the question. In a subject question, you do not need an auxiliary (do, does or did) with the 

present simple and past simple. 

E.g. 



PRACTICE 

1. Use the words below to make object or subject questions. 

1) Who / become / Britain‟s first woman Prime Minister / in 1979? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2) Which British political party / use / blue / as its official color?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3) Why / a policeman / stand / outside / 10 Downing Street? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4) What / happen / on Guy Fawkes‟ Day? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5) When / women in Britain / vote / in political elections / for the first time? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6) Which / English king / have / six wives? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



LISTENING – WALKING IN A SINGLE MUM’S SHOES 

 

1. You’re about to listen to a review about a TV show where politician 

Michael Portillo had to look after single mum Jenny Miner’s four 

children for a week. Before you listen to the review, discuss the 

questions below with the class. 

1) Do you think (that) being a single parent is a “job”? Why (not)? 

2) What‟s more difficult? Being a single parent or a politician? 

 

2. Now listen to the first part of the review. What do you think the main differences between Michael and 

Jenny’s lifestyles are? 

 

3. Finally, listen to the second part and answer these questions in French (full sentences). 

1) Did the reviewer like Michael Portillo before the program? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2) Did she like him after? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3) Who is Tasha and what did her friends think about Portillo? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4) What did Portillo think about his temporary job? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5) What was his biggest challenge? Why? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6) Can you give an example? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________  



WRITING – FORMAL LETTERS 

1. Do you remember the expedition in South Africa? You know, with Bessie and the guy with the 

strange name? Well, here is Bill’s letter. Bill is applying to join the expedition. Can you complete his 

letter with words from the box? 

repairing        while        don‟t       introduce        at        of         join         for         several 
forward         speak        never        sincerely          months         sounds         well        from 
people       driving       studying        hope        the (x2)      exams        trip        old          ago 

                                                                                                           5 Sandy Lane 

              London SW12 4YJ  

                                                                                                                  17
th
 May 

Mary Gregg 

Thrillseekers Tours 

67 Bromley Way 

Oxford OX3 6TY 

 

Dear Ms. Gregg, 

(1) First let me _______________ myself. My name is Bill Reynolds and I am _______________ London. I am 21 

years _______________ and at the moment I am still _______________ University. I am _______________ 

Modern Languages. I am taking my final _______________ next month. After that I will have a few 

_______________ free, so I am going to look _______________ a job to earn a bit of money. 

(2) I saw you advertisement in a magazine _______________ I was waiting for a dental appointment. The 

expedition _______________ very exciting and I would really like to _______________ the group. I love 

travelling and I have been to _______________ countries in Europe and to _______________ United States, 

too, but I have _______________ been to Africa before. 

(3) If I were accepted to go on the _______________ I am sure I would be a useful member _______________ the 

group. I can _______________ three languages – English, French, and Spanish – and I like meeting other 

_______________. I can cook quite _______________ and I can play _______________ guitar, too. I passed 

my _______________ test a couple of years _______________, but I am afraid I _______________ know very 

much about cars, so I would not be much help with _______________ the car if it broke down. 

(4) I _______________ you will consider me for a place on the tour and I look _______________ to hearing from 

you. 

Yours _______________. 

 

Bill Reynolds 

 



 

2. Now it’s your turn to apply for a job. Read the advertisement on 
the left. What does Fox Ltd produce? What sort of people is the 
company looking for? 

3. You’re interested in the advertisement (yes, yes, you are!). Write a 
cover letter to Fox Ltd using the prompts below and phrases we’ve 
seen together. 
 

1) Introduce yourself (name, where you‟re from, etc.) 

2) Say why you‟re writing 

3) Talk about your academic and/or professional experience 

4) Say what you‟re doing now 

5) Explain why you‟re an interesting candidate 

6) End your letter 

7) Attach your letter to an email and send it to Fox Ltd 

Deadline : _________________________ 

 
LISTENING – DREAM COMMUTERS  

You’re about to watch an excerpt from the Money Programme documentary series from the BBC. It’s about 

“commuters”, people who travel over a certain distance to go to work. However, this particular commuter is a “dream 

commuter”. Why do you think?    

1. Before we discuss the program, let’s talk about you: how do you get to school? 

2. How long does it usually take? Is it a good or bad journey? Why? 

3. After watching the program, what do you think about Justin’s choice? 

4. Answer the questions in French (full sentences). 

1) Where did Justin buy his property? Why? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2) Why did he want to move away from his previous place? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3) How much do his flights cost? How does he manage to get a good price? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4) Can you mention three jobs that the other “dream commuters” have? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  



UNIT 3 – great minds  

SPEAKING – WHY DO WE GO TO SCHOOL? 

1. Every morning, we wake up early, we have breakfast (some of us, at least) and we prepare for school. 

We’re exhausted because we spent the evening on our smartphone doing nothing. And when we 

finally get to school, we just want to sleep. So this begs the question: why do we go to school?  

2. If you had more free time, what would you do? Do you have a special talent that you’d want to 

improve? 

3. The teacher will share four quotes with you. Do you agree with them? Why/Why not? 

LISTENING – GOING TO SCHOOL IN INDIA 

1. You’ll listen to the interview of Nitya, who grew up and went to school in India. Answer the questions 

in French (full sentences). 

6) What do Indian kids do for fun? What does Nitya say about it? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7) Nitya was born in India but does she still live there?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8) Can you mention differences between Indian and Japanese schools? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9) How many students are there in a class in India? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10) Which language did teachers use when Nitya was at school in India? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11) What‟s the typical lunch for an Indian pupil? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



READING – HOW IS THE EDUCATION SYSTEM IN THE UK? 

1. Now that we’ve talked about the education system in India, let’s see how it looks like in the UK. 

In this text you will find general information on the education system in the UK. As there are separate education 

systems in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, the actual ages etc. might vary a little. School in the UK is 

compulsory between the ages of five and sixteen. Children younger than five can go to a toddler group (accompanied 

by a parent), playgroup or nursery school. 

Compulsory schooling begins at the age of five. Pupils first attend primary school, which lasts for six years. Often 

primary school in the UK is divided into infant school (the first two years) and junior school (the following 4 years). 

After primary school, students go to secondary school until they are sixteen (practical emphasis) or 18 (secondary 

school with 6th form - academic emphasis). 

The school year consists of three terms. Students have about 12-13 weeks of holiday per school year. When students 

in the UK say what year they are in, they usually use cardinal numbers, e. g. „year ten‟. (In the USA, students would 

use ordinal numbers, e. g. „tenth grade‟.) 

CLASSES 

At primary school, classes run Monday to Friday from about 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. There are usually between 25 and 35 

pupils in one class. They learn how to read, write and count. They also learn something about their country and about 

religion and they begin to study their first foreign language. 

At secondary school, classes also run Monday to Friday, but are usually from about 8.45 to 3.30. Typical mandatory 

subjects are English, Maths, Natural Sciences (Biology, Physics, Chemistry), Modern Languages (French, German, 

Spanish), Religion, Citizenship, P.E., Information and Communication Technology, Geography and History. Apart 

from these, schools also offer optional courses from which their students can choose. At the age of sixteen, students 

usually take several exams and decide whether they want to leave school or continue in a 6th form college. 

GRADING SCALE 

In the UK (as in other English speaking countries) letter grades are used in reports. 

 A > 80% (excellent) 

 B > 70% (very good) 

 C > 60% (improvement needed) 

 D > 50% (close fail) 

 E > 40% (fail) / F < 40% (fail) 

DIFFERENT KINDS OF SCHOOLS 

Most students in the UK are enrolled in state funded schools. These are financed through taxes, so parents do not 

have to pay for their children's education. But there are also numerous private schools, also known as independent 

schools, where education is not free of charge. 



SCHOOL UNIFORMS 

It is common for students in the UK to wear school uniforms. They consist of: 

 blazer or sweater with school logo 

 shirt and tie or polo shirt / t-shirt 

 dark trousers or dark skirt 

 black shoes 

At some schools, students are required to wear a shirt and a tie, other schools only require a t-shirt or sweater. The 

colour of the uniform also depends on the school – blazer, sweater, trousers and skirt are usually blue, grey, green or 

brown. 

2. Can you answer those questions in French (full sentences) about this text? 

1) Who has more holidays per school year? You or British pupils? Explain. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2) Can you explain the difference between the two kinds of schools mentioned in the text? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3) What do school uniforms consist of? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4) What was your grade in English at the end of last year? (Use a letter!) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5) When does school become obligatory in the UK? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

WRITING & SPEAKING – 10 WAYS TO MAKE MY SCHOOL GREAT AGAIN 

1. Now that you know a little more about the school system in other countries, what do you think about 

it? What differences do you see with yours? What things do you want to change in your school? Talk 

about it groups and come up with ideas that you will share with the rest of the class. 

2. Finally, use the next page to make notes about how to improve your school in 10 ways and explain 

why. When you’re done, present your “better school” to the rest of the class. At the end, you’ll all 

vote for the best possible improvements. 
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